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Constance M. Bauer, 86 of
Plymouth died Sunday, Febru-
ary 16, 2020. Suchon Funeral
Home.

Marlin “Bogey” Bohen-
stengel, 90 of Sheboygan Falls
died Tuesday, February 11,
2020. Wenig Funeral Home.

Hazel J. Buehler, 90 of
Sheboygan Falls died Tuesday,
February 11, 2020. Reinbold
Novak Funeral Home.

Walter A. Buss Jr., 58 of
Plymouth died Friday, February
7,2020. Suchon Funeral Home.

Phyllis V. Christian, 86 of
Oostburg died Tuesday, January
7,2020. Wenig Funeral Home.

Ingeborg Fester, 82 of She-
boygan died Wednesday, Febru-
ary 19, 2020. Reinbold Novak
Funeral Home.

John J. Fox, 86 of Sheboy-
gan died Monday, February 10,
2020. Ballhorn Funeral Home.

Stephen J. Gerk, 72 of She-
boygan died Friday, February 7,
2020. Olson Funeral Home.

Barbara E. Graumann, 77
of Sheboygan died Friday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2020. Reinbold Novak
Funeral Home.

Donald E. Harder, 101 of
Oostburg died Friday, February
7,2020. Wenig Funeral Home.

Lorraine Hardenburgh, 54
of Plymouth died Friday, Febru-
ary 7, 2020. Wittkopp Funeral
Home.

Delores Hawe, 96 of Waldo
died Wednesday, February 12,
2020. Wenig Funeral Home.

Patricia Louise “Pat” Her-
ing, 82 of Sheboygan died
Tuesday, February 11, 2020.

Olson Funeral Home.

Stephen Herm, 97 of She-
boygan died Saturday, Febru-
ary 8, 2020. Ballhorn Funeral
Home.

Michael C. Kirsch, 23 of
Sheboygan died Thursday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2020. Zimmer West-
view Funeral Home.

Ronald W. Koeppe, 71 of
Oostburg died Tuesday, Febru-
ary 18, 2020. Wenig Funeral
Home.

Lester W. Kracht, 92 of
Greenbush died Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2020. Suchon Funeral
Home.

Alfred “Jerry” McGrane
II1, 81 of Sheboygan died Sat-
urday, February 8, 2020. Wenig
Funeral Home.

Alfred Meier, 90 of She-
boygan died Sunday, February
9, 2020. Wenig Funeral Home.

Jim Meves, 82 of Sheboy-
gan died Thursday, February 6,
2020.

Sharon D. Milz, 74 of How-
ards Grove died Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2020. Zimmer West-
view Funeral Home.

Jeffrey “Jeff” Mittmann,
58 of Plymouth died Saturday,
February 8, 2020. Reinbold No-
vak Funeral Home.

LaVerne Nyenhuis, 90 of
Oostburg died Saturday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2020. Wenig Funeral
Home.

Jeffry Jon Paskiet, 50 of
Sheboygan died Monday, Janu-
ary 20, 2020.

John S. Rejholec, 77 of
Plymouth died Tuesday, Febru-
ary 18, 2020. Suchon Funeral
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Stanley John Schmidt, 88
of Sheboygan died Tuesday,
February 4, 2020.

Deloris L. Schoenfeld, 88
of Sheboygan died Tuesday,
February 11, 2020. Zimmer
Westview Funeral Home.

Roger A. Senkbeil, 64 of
Sheboygan died Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2020. First Presbyte-
rian Church.

Judith A. Shovan, 78 of
Cascade died Sunday, Febru-
ary 16, 2020. Suchon Funeral
Home.

Evelyn M. Sippel, 96 of
Plymouth died Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11, 2020. Suchon Funeral
Home.

Helen E. Toerpe, 91 of
Plymouth died Wednesday,
February 5, 2020. Suchon Fu-
neral Home.

Richard M. Wentworth, 73
of Sheboygan died Thursday,
February 6, 2020. Suchon Fu-
neral Home.

Ronald E. Wilke, 92 of She-
boygan died Thursday, Febru-
ary 13, 2020. Ballhorn Funeral
Home.

Steven B. Williams, 65 of
Sheboygan died Thursday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2020. Reinbold Novak
Funeral Home.

‘Sometimes 1t’s good to go
outside and see what’s there’

€Emily Stone

always a fun observation. The

Naturalist/Educator
Cable Natural History Museum

“It was cloudy with the color
of sun between the cracks of
the clouds. The snow under the
snowshoes sounded like fire-
crackers walking underneath us.”
So wrote a fifth grader from Lake
Superior Elementary in Superior,
Wisconsin, after 1 visited their
school for a winter hike and writ-
ing workshop.

Mrs. Correll and Mrs. Norton
invited me to visit their classes
after reading one of my articles in
the newspaper.

Correll explained in an email
that, “I am in no way an expert in
any area of the outdoors, but I do
believe students need to experi-
ence as much time outside in our
beautiful Northland as possible
and I love to give them the oppor-
tunity to learn about the history
of our area and form an apprecia-
tion for it and why it's important
to protect and conserve all of our
natural resources.”

How could I argue with that?

The playground snow was
indeed crunchy and loud as one
class of fifth graders bypassed the
slides and swings to meet me by
a shrub at the head of a trail lead-
ing into the woods. I was thrilled
when a girl looked up into the tips
of the willow twigs and asked
“what are those pine cones doing
there?”

Willow pine cone galls are
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midge larva that burrowed into
the stem last spring prevented the
willow twig from extending. In-
stead, leaves once destined to flut-
ter along a twig now layered to-
gether in the cone-like structures
that caught our attention.

At the center of all those layers
could be the cocoon of the midge,
or any of 31 other species that
sometimes wiggle into the galls’
layers for shelter.

The students were both atten-
tive to my teaching, and scan-
ning their environment for more.
Before I'd finished talking about
pine cone galls, I had a different
willow gall thrust into my hand.
This small, football-shaped gall
was a swelling of the stem mate-
rial instead of a cluster of leaves. |
carefully opened a multi-tool and
pried open the prize.

“On some trees I can see
galls,” recounted a student. “They
are little bumps on trees and you
have to use a special tool to open
it. On the inside there might be a
little orange larva. It makes me
want to learn more about the lar-
vae and how galls form.”

With the teachers, I'd talked
about focusing in on the sensory
experiences of being outdoors.
So, naturally, I suggested to the
kids that they all find a nice, ten-
der willow twig at eye level and
chew on it for a second.

Their puckered faces and ex-
clamations of “ew, gross!” were
exactly what I’d expected. Willow
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tastes like uncoated aspirin tablets
because it contains chemicals
that are the basis for aspirin. John
Pastor, an ecologist from Duluth,
later told me that he thinks deer
and moose might seek out willow
twigs as winter forage specifically
for the painkiller properties.

The willows were great, but
the wide path into the open as-
pen forest looked inviting, too.
We crunched on into the woods.
“As I walk on the trail, I see some
beautiful trees. If I listen closely, I
can hear the crunch under my feet
and the wind blowing. I can also
hear my heavy breathing,” wrote
a student.

Deer tracks perforated the
wide path. When the lead students
gave a shout, [ wasn’t surprised to
see that they’d found two deer
beds in the middle of the trail.

As we wound among the as-
pen trunks, I was happy to see
a rainbow of green and orange
lichens at eye level. Mrs. Cor-
rell and Mrs. Norton had already
introduced lichens as a symbiotic
relationship between a fungus and
an alga, but I couldn’t resist tell-
ing my favorite story.

“Alice Alga and Freddy Fun-
gus took a “lichen” to each other.
They moved to the sticks, and
their marriage has been on the
rocks ever since!” To my right, a
girl gave a theatrical groan.

I reveled in the moment. Not
only was she experienced at
groaning at “dad jokes,” she’d
grasped the concept and the hu-
mor fast enough to react.

Back in the classroom, I
shared a few tips on writing,
and over the next week or so
the teachers guided the students
in putting their outdoor experi-
ences into words.

They did a great job, so I'll
leave you with a few more of
their thoughts.

“Now that you know what I
saw you should pay more atten-
tion to what's out in the woods
because there may be some-
thing cool that you could ask
an expert or Google it to learn
more.”

“Sometimes it's good to
go outside and see what’s out
there.”



